and responsible citizens. She has to be a support and guide to her husband
too. Behind every successful man is a good wife. She is, in fact,
everything in her household - wife, mother, daughter, daughter-in-law,
mistress, housewife, hostess, cook, laundress, chartered accountant and
home minister. She carries therefore a great deal of responsibility on
her shoulders. In order to do all this, the character of a woman must be
spotless, above reproach, without blemish.
As a young child, her duty will be to obey her parents, be a loving
daughter to them, a good confidant and companion to her brothers and
sisters and a good student at school. She should work hard at her studies,
not only for her own sake, but also because she needs to have the
knowledge which is to be imparted to her children later on in life. When
she blossoms into radiant womanhood, she is given by her parents in
marriage to a deserving young man. From now on her home is her
husband's house, his parents are like her own; she has to be like a
daughter to them and look after their every need. They, on the other
hand, have to treat her like a daughter too and not make her life a
misery, as is wont by the mothers-in-law of today. The wife must walk
hand in hand with her husband always, both should be in accord. They
should be loving towards each other, considerate towards each other;
each should understand the other like her own self. The wife should
administer to her husband's needs herself, not allowing any servant to
do them. What greater bliss or joy for a man can be there than when his
wife stands in front of him early in the morning, a cup of fragrant,
steaming coffee in one hand and the day's newspaper in the other! And
what greater thanks can the wife get than the smile of joy and pleasure
on her husband's face and his loving pat on her cheek. To have meals
piping hot and ready on the table when the family comes home, to be
served lovingly by herself- that is the hallmark of every good housewife.
Don't relegate this task to a servant.
The wife should support her husband in everything he ventures
upon and when he is on the wrong path, she should gently chide and
admonish him and steer him on to the right path. She should always look
neat and attractive, be sweet -natured and humble. Arrogance in woman
is most unbecoming. It is not the nature ofsthree at all. Even when she
is managing a given situation most efficiently, she must not appear to be
doing so, but must be very unobtrusive about it. She must know when to
remain in the background and when to come to the fore. If her husband
is of a traditional outlook, he may not like her talking to other men, in
55